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St. Stanislaus Kostka

Phone: 908-756-3393
Fax: 908-756-3059
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The people of St. Bernard of Clairvaux and St. Stanislaus Kostka

are a "Living Mosaic of God's People,” who seek salvation through

worship, education, stewardship and service, proclaiming our faith

in God and in our heritages.

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Marcin Fuks
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pastor@bestchurch.net
908-756-3393 Ext - 101
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Parochial Vicar
vicar@bestchurch.net
908-756-3393 Ext - 102

Karole Lechowski
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office@bestchurch.net
908-756-3393

General Mailbox ext. 100

Iveth Parada

Religious Education
bestreligioused@gmail.com
908-756-3393 Ext - 103

CHURCH ADDRESS
1235 George Street
Plainfield, NJ 07062

OFFICES & MAILING ADDRESS
1232 George Street
Plainfield, NJ 07062

OFrFICE HOURS
Sunday: Closed or by appointment

Monday - Friday: 10:00 am-2:00 pm

Saturday: Closed or by appointment

HE HAS RISEN!

MARK 16:6

BAPTISM: Celebrated throughout the year
in accordance with the policy of the Archdio-
cese and to accommodate the needs of our
Parish Family. Attendance at a preparation
session may be required. You must be a reg-
istered and active family for at least 90 days
before a date for Baptism will be scheduled.
Please call the Parish Office for an
appointment.

MARRIAGE: Arrangements should
be made with a priest as soon as possi-
ble. One year prior to marriage or as
soon as engagement is announced is
recommended.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Levels 1 - 8: Wednesday,
6:30 - 7:45 pm

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: In
the event of serious illness or when
someone is hospitalized, the parish
office should be notified. The Eu-
charist and the Sacrament of the
Sick will be celebrated with anyone
requesting them. Remember, the
Hospital cannot notify us on their
own.




CHOIR

We are fortunate enough to have a Parish Choir that has
a full multi-lingual repertoire: English, Polish and
Spanish. The Choir rehearses on Thursday at 7:00 PM.
Instrumentalists are welcomed, either to play solo or
with our choir. A parish orchestra made up of adults
performs several times during the year. If you are
interested in joining or for more information or just to
volunteer, contact the office at (908) 756-3393.

PARISH REGISTRATION

New parishioners are most welcome and are encouraged to
call the parish office and make an appointment to register.
When you are moving from the parish, please notify the
parish office.

SPONSOR CERTIFICATES
Call the Office during regular hours.

STEWARDSHIP AND TITHING

Stewardship calls us to freely give of our time, talent,
and treasure for the good of our parish family and
community. God gives us everything! I give Him back
my tithe. Tithing is God’s plan to support His Church.
Full tithing means 10% of gross income to God — 5% for
your parish church and 5 % for other charities.

VOCATIONS

Those who are recognizing the call to the
priesthood, deaconate, or the religious life are
invited to speak to a priest or contact the
Archdiocesan Vocations Office at
973-497-4365 or on the website
www.rcan.org/vocation/index.htm

ST. BARTHOLOMEW ACADEMY
2032 Westfield Ave., Scotch Plains NJ
908-322-4265 OR WWW.STBACADEMY

| Mass Intentions"
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Saturday — April 19... Holy Saturday
9:00AM...Morning Prayer
2:00PM...Blessing of food
8:00PM...Easter Vigil - bilingual

Monday — April 21... Monday within the Octave of Easter
9:00AM...+ Lena Ciallella, req. Pat, John and

Erica Zimmerman
Tuesday — April 22... Tuesday within the Octave of Easter
9:00AM... James Amadin, Birthday Blessings req. Mom Esther

Wednesday — April 23... Wednesday within the
Octave of Easter
9:00AM...+ Frank Kazmierski, req. Mary Ellen Chanda

Thursday — April 24... Thursday within the Octave of Easter
9:00AM... +Andrea and Rosa Negri, req. Sister and Family

Friday — April 25... Friday within the Octave of Easter
9:00AM...+ Lucia Simeone (1%t Anniv.), req. Family

Saturday — April 26...Saturday within the Octave of Easter
9:00AM...+ People of the Parish
5:00PM...+ James DeCicco, req. Wife

Sunday - April 27...Second Sunday of Easter
9:00AM...Mia Milani, 7" Birthday Blessings,
req. Gammy and Pa
10:30AM...Pol.) Marzena i Jacek Olechowski
Boze Bfogostawienstwo na 35. rocznice
... Wojciech and Danuta Gronek,
Boze Blogostawienstwo na 50 lat
matzenstwa.
12:00PM.. People of the Parish
1:30PM....(Sp.)+ All Souls, req. Alba Ledy Cuartas

The Tabernacle Candle will burn this week in Memory of
Jerry Signorelli at the request of the Family.

The Bread and Wine for the Month of April is in
Memory of Lucia Simeone at the request of Daughter,
Maria Fame and Family.

YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED for those whose
health is challenged in any way especially Cathy and
Jack Rooney, Marian Parcinski, Olivia Schiffer,

Al Caraldo, Margaret Macknowsky, and Barbara
Bylecki.

OUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED for all the Faithful
Departed.

EASTER SUNDAY: THE RESURRECTION
OF THE LORD

First Reading: Acts 10:34a, 37-43

Peter discusses Jesus' life of preaching and healing. Jesus
was crucified, and then he rose up and was seen by his
chosen witnesses. Peter also mentions the importance of all
the disciples bearing witness to what they saw, so that many
people would believe in Jesus, and have their sins forgiven
through him.

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4

Paul asserts that we must pay attention to higher realms rather
than earthly concerns. Our life is not yet completely known to
us, until Christ appears and we are raised to glory in him.

Gospel: John 20:1-9

When Mary Magdalene discovered Jesus' tomb was open, she
told Simon Peter and another disciple. They ran to the tomb
and Peter went inside. He found the burial wrappings on the
ground, with the head covering separate from the rest. The
other disciple came in and they believed what they saw,
although until then they had not understood the Scripture's
message of Jesus' resurrection.



Starting next Sunday
April 27th, 2025
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New Mass Schedule:

9:00 AM - English

10:30 AM - Polish
(after Mass Swieconka in the gym)

12:00 PM - English
1:30 PM - Spanish

After the Spanish Mass
2:30PM - Exposition and Confessions

3PM - Chaplet of the Divine Mercy in
English, Polish & Spanish

RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION

No Religious Education Class this week.
Classes resume - Wednesday,
April 30" at 6:30 PM
Mass Booklets are due on May 7t
Last Class of Religious Education
for this season.

The Office will be closed
on Easter Monday

April 21"

From our Office Family to your Family

Have a very Blessed

and Happy Easter

SWIECONKA CELEBRATED
SUNDAY, APRIL 27th

' This is a Polish Tradition that takes its roots

| from the Blessing of Food that is to be

: shared on Easter. There will be a

| gathering to celebrate this tradition after the

1 10:30AM Mass next Sunday in the school

| cafeteria with prayer and fellowship. Of

' course, everyone is invited and welcome to

Lattend.
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Polskie Duszpasterstwo
W Parafi . Bemarda . Staisawa Kostd

e

Chrystus
prawdziwie
zmartwychwstat!

Alleluja!

Starozytna homilia na Wielka Sobote

Co sie stato? Wielka cisza spowita ziemie;
wielka na niej cisza i pustka. Cisza wielka, bo Krdl
zasnat. Ziemia sie przelekfa i zamilkta, bo Bdg zasnat
w ludzkim ciele, a wzbudzit tych, ktorzy spali od
wiekdw. Bdg umart w ciele, a poruszyt Otchtan.

Idzie, aby odnalez¢ pierwszego cztowieka, jak
zgubiong owieczke.

Pragnie nawiedzi¢ tych, ktdrzy siedzg zupetnie
pograzeni w cieniu $mierci; aby wyzwoli¢ z bélow
niewolnika Adama, a wraz z nim niewolnice Ewe, idzie
On, ktdry jest ich Bogiem i synem Ewy.

Przyszedt wiec do nich Pan, trzymajac w reku
zwycieski orez krzyza. Ujrzawszy Go praojciec Adam,
peten zdumienia, uderzyt sie w piersi i zawotat do
wszystkich: "Pan moj z nami wszystkimi!" I odrzekt
Chrystus Adamowi: "I z duchem twoim!" A
pochwyciwszy go za reke, podnidst go moéwiac:
"Zbudz sie, o $pigcy, i powstan z martwych, a
zajasnieje ci Chrystus.

Oto Ja, twoj Bog, ktéry dla ciebie statem sie
twoim synem. Oto teraz mdwie tobie i wszystkim,
ktorzy bedg twoimi synami, i mojg wtadzg rozkazuje
wszystkim, ktorzy sg w okowach: Wyjdzcie! A tym,
ktorzy sg w ciemnosciach, powiadam: Niech
zajasnieje wam Swiatto! Tym zas, ktorzy zasneli,
rozkazuje: Powstancie!

Tobie, Adamie, rozkazuje: Zbudz sie, ktory
$pisz! Nie po to bowiem cie stworzytem, aby$
pozostawat spetany w Otchtani. Powstan z martwych,
albowiem jestem zyciem umartych. Powstan ty, ktory
jestes$ dzietem rgk moich. Powstan ty, ktdry jestes
moim obrazem uczynionym na moje podobienstwo.
Powstan, wyjdzmy stad! Ty bowiem jestes we Mnie, a
Ja w tobie, jako jedna i niepodzielna osoba.

Dla ciebie Ja, twoj Bdg, statem sie twoim
synem. Dla ciebie Ja, Pan, przybratem postac stugi.
Dla ciebie Ja, ktory jestem ponad niebiosami,

przyszedtem na ziemie i zstgpitem w jej gtebiny. Dla
ciebie, cztowieka, statem sie jako cztowiek bezsilny,
lecz wolny posrdd umartych. Dla ciebie, ktéry
porzucite$ ogrdd rajski, Ja w ogrodzie oliwnym
zostatem wydany Zydom i ukrzyzowany w ogrodzie.

Przypatrz sie mojej twarzy dla ciebie oplutej,
bym mdgt ci przywrdci¢ ducha, ktdrego niegdys
tchnatem w ciebie. Zobacz na moim obliczu Slady
uderzen, ktore zniostem, aby na twoim zeszpeconym
obliczu przywréci¢ méj obraz.

Spojrz na moje plecy przeorane razami, ktére
wycierpiatem, aby z twoich ramion zdja¢ ciezar
grzechow przyttaczajgcych ciebie. Obejrzyj moje rece
tak mocno przybite do drzewa za ciebie, ktory niegdys
przewrotnie wyciggnates$ swa reke do drzewa.

Snem S$mierci zasnatem na krzyzu i wtdcznia
przebita méj bok za ciebie, ktory usnates w raju i z
twojego boku wydate$ Ewe, a ta moja rana uzdrowita
twoje zranienie. Sen mej Smierci wywiedzie cie ze snu
Otchtani. Cios zadany Mi widcznig ztamat wtdcznie
skierowang przeciw tobie.

Powstan, pojdzmy stad! Niegdys$ szatan
wywiddt cie z rajskiej ziemi, Ja za$ wprowadze ciebie
juz nie do raju, lecz na tron niebianski. Zakazano ci
dostepu do drzewa bedacego obrazem zycia, ale Ja,
ktory jestem zyciem, oddaje sie tobie. Przykazatem
aniotom, aby cie strzegli tak, jak studzy, teraz zas
sprawie, ze bedg ci oddawac czes¢ taka, jaka nalezy
sie Bogu.

Gotowy juz jest niebianski tron, w pogotowiu
czekajg studzy, juz wzniesiono sale godowg, jedzenie
zastawione, przyozdobione wieczne mieszkanie,
skarby ddbr wiekuistych sg otwarte, a krolestwo
niebieskie, przygotowane od zatozenia $wiata, juz
otwarte".

Szkota Polska Doksztatcajaca
Zajecia w Polskiej Szkole dziatajgcej przy naszej
Parafii odbywajg sie
w kazdy poniedziatek w okresie roku szkolnego
od godz. 5:30 do 8:00PM.

Kontakt: polskaszkolaplainfield@outlook.com
Dyrektorka Szkoty: Beata Benewiat
Tel. 732-266-4310

- SWIECONKA PARAFIALNA,
Msza Swietg 0 10:30am. Po mszy zapraszamy
wszystkich na poczestunek do kafeterii szkolnej. W
czasie Swieconki wystawione zostang prace uczniéw
przygotowane w ramach projektu szkolnego ,,PIEKNA
NASZA POLSKA CALA — OD MORZA AZ DO TATR”.
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Palm Sunday Procession
i 7 ,\\ ‘

Liturqy of the Word
for young children

It is celebrated at the 9AM Mass

on every other Sunday of the month
for grades K-2, in the Church Chapel.
No Liturgy of the word on Easter Sunday.

Next Chapel Liturgy is April 27t
'Y
. { ROSARY SOCIETY
} ¢ The Rosary is prayed every day before the

Q

U’\ 9AM Mass, including praying the Divine

" Mercy. On Thursdays the Blessed
Sacrament is exposed after 9AM Mass with
Benediction 10:45AM

Monthly Rosary Mass and Meeting is
May 4 in the Parish Center.

|BestChurch Seniors
{Thursday, May 15" 12:30PM
i Parish Center on George Street

CHOIR
Rehearsals are at 7:00PM
\i.. on Thursdays.
No rehearsal this week

CHAIR EXERCISE for Seniors

A gentle practice in which postures are
performed while seated with the aid of a chair.
Classes start on Tuesday, April 29, 1:30PM.
Please call the office, there is still time if you are
interested in joining.

Starfish Food Pantry

We continue to collect current dated and non-
perishable food for Starfish. At this time we have
been asked to include donations of large toothpaste
as well as empty egg cartons. Thank you so much
for your generous support.

RICE BOWL

Rice Bowls should be returned
by April 27th, You may return
them to the office or in the
collection basket at Mass.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS

The Archdiocese has announced that il
they are once again preparing for the g
annual tradition

of honoring couples in our
Archdiocese who will be celebrating
five, twenty-five and fifty years of
Catholic marriage in the Jubilee Year
2025! This year there will be ONE anniversary
liturgy for all couples from all counties celebrated
by Cardinal Joseph Tobin on Sunday, June 1st at
3p.m. at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart in Newark. Contact the office to register.

ir

Saint Peter’s Prep

o PRIDE & GLORY | THEN. NOW, ALWAYS.

St. Peter’'s Prep is a New Jersey Jesuit High School for
boys in Jersey City. There will be a Spring Open House
Sunday May, 4" from 1-3 PM. For more information,
please contact John Irvine, Director of Admissions at
IrvineJ@spprep.org or call 201-547-6389.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW ACADEMY
The academy is a perfect place for a Catholic Education
founded on learning a true Catholic way and achieving
excellence in academics.
The students are nurtured and cared for.
For information, please contact
Maureen Doherty at 908-322-4265

www.stbacademy.org




The Saint of the Week

ST. MARY
MAGADALENE

1 Lll}f 2and

First Witness of Resurrection

St. Mary Magdalene is one of the greatest
saints of the Bible and a legendary example of
God's mercy and grace. The precise dates of her
birth and death are unknown, but we do know
she was present with Christ during His public
ministry, death and Resurrection. She is
mentioned at least a dozen times in the Gospels.

Mary Magdalene has long been regarded
as a prostitute or sexually immoral in western
Christianity, but this is not supported in the
Scriptures. It is believed she was a Jewish
woman who lived among Gentiles, living as they
did.

The Gospels agree that Mary was
originally a great sinner. Jesus cast seven
demons out of her when He met her. After this,
she told several women she associated with, and
these women also became followers.

There is also debate over if Mary
Magdalene is the same unnamed woman, a
sinner, who weeps and washes Jesus' feet with
her hair in the Gospel of John. Scholars are
skeptical this is the same person.

Despite the scholarly dispute over her
background, what she did in her subsequent life,
after meeting Jesus, 1s much more significant.
She was certainly a sinner whom Jesus saved,
giving us an example of how no person is beyond
the saving grace of God.

During Jesus' ministry, it is believed that
Mary Magdalene followed him, part of a semi-
permanent entourage who served Jesus and His
Disciples.

Mary likely watched the Crucifixion from
a distance, along with the other women who
followed Christ during His ministry. Mary was
present when Christ rose from the dead, visiting
His tomb to anoint His body only to find the
stone rolled away and Christ, very much alive,

sitting at the place they laid Him. She was the
first witness to His Resurrection.

After the death of Christ, a legend states
that she remained among the early Christians.
After fourteen years she was allegedly put into a
boat by Jews, along with several other saints of
the early Church, and set adrift without sails or
oars. The boat landed in southern France, where
she spent the remaining years of her life living in
solitude in a cave.

St. Mary Magdalene's feast day is July 22.
She is the patroness of converts, repentant
sinners, sexual temptation, pharmacists,
tanners, women, and many other places and
causes

Christ is R1

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
“...He went about doing good and healing all those
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.”
(ACTS 10:38) CarpiNaL JosEPH ToBIN, C.SS.R. -

We can’t give what we don’t have. Open
your heart to receive God’s love, mercy and
forgiveness. Then, show the same to others. As
God’s adopted sons and daughters, we are made in
His image and likeness. As Pope Benedict XVI
says, “we are made for greatness.” Let our lives
reflect His light to others. Pray to live a grateful
and generous life. Strive for greatness! We are
made for more! We are made for God.

FORMED
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o Visit: www.formed.org/signup
Find St Bernard and Stanislaus by parish.
name, address, or zip code.

o Enter your email — and you are in.




ANNUAIAPPEAL

The 2025 Annual Appeal has begun!

We are grateful to share that we have already
received $18,848 in pledges—thank you to alll
who have given so generously! Your support of
the 2025 Annual Appeal helps sustain the
mission of Christ in our Archdiocese. Please
help our parish reach our goal by June 30 and
possibly receive financial incentives!

Our goal is $30,181.02. If you have not yet

made your gift, we invite you to prayerfully

consider doing so. To make an online gift,
please visit rcan.org/sharing.

Thank you for your prayers, your generosity,
and your faithful support of our Catholic
mission.

May God bless you abundantly!

Parish Y (5iving
simple. secure. convenent,

CLICK HERE TO ENROLL IN ONLINE GIVING
ORTO ACCESS ACCOUNT

GIVING
IT IS POSSIBLE TO AUTOMATE YOUR FAITH GIVING TO
“PARISH GIVING.” SIMPLY GO TO OUR PARISH WEBSITE FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION.

COLLECTION FOR APRIL 20TH

ONLINE $ 933
INPEW $ 4,226

TotAL $ 5,159

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on a
regular basis on Saturdays at 4:15PM and on
Sunday mornings after Masses as well as after
weekday Masses simply by requesting a
celebration of the Sacrament.

From Fr. Marcin’s Desk

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The women bring spices to the tomb, but
they fear that their journey is in vain, since a large
stone bars the entrance to the sepulcher. The
journey of those women is also our own journey; it
resembles the journey of salvation that we have
made. At times it seems that everything comes up
against a stone: the beauty of creation against the
tragedy of sin; liberation from slavery against
infidelity to the covenant; the promises of the
prophets against the listless indifference of the
people. So too, in the history of the Church and in
our own personal history, it seems that the steps
we take never take us to the goal. We can be
tempted to think that dashed hope is the bleak law
of life.

Today, however, we see that our journey is
not in vain; it does not come up against a
tombstone. A single phrase astounds the women
and changes history: “Why do you seek the living
among the dead?” Easter is the feast of
tombstones taken away, rocks rolled aside. God
takes away even the hardest stones against which
our hopes and expectations crash: death, sin, fear,
worldliness. Human history does not end before a
tombstone because today it encounters the “living
stone,” the Risen Jesus. We, as Church, are built
on Him, and even when we grow disheartened and
tempted to judge everything in the light of our
failures, He comes to make all things new, to
overturn our every disappointment. Each of us is
called to rediscover in the Risen Christ the one who
rolls back from our heart the heaviest of stones.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us put the
Living One at the center of our lives. Let us ask for
the grace not to be carried by the current, the sea
of our problems, the grace not to run aground on
the shoals of sin or crash on the reefs of
discouragement and fear. Let us seek Him, let us
allow ourselves to be sought out by Him, let us
seek Him in all things and above all things. And
with Him, we will rise again!!

In the Love of God,
Fr. Marcin Foks

Pastor@bestchurch.net
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FAMILY OF FUNERAL HOMES

MEMORIAL

——FUNERAL HOME —
Thoughtful care—Compassionate service

INDEPENDENT & LOCAL
2425 Plainfield Ave, South Plainfield, NJ 07080
908-561-8000 1

James A. Gustafson o
57
(G

President/Manager
NJ License #4205
Scan to
Vvisit our website

Owned and managed by the Keiser family
since 1928

Thomas M. Keiser, Jr., Owner
NJ License No. 3844

Laura E. Mann, Executive Director
NJ License No. 4947

155 South Avenue % Fanwood, NJ 07023
908 322-4350

www.fanwoodmemorial.com

Richard W. McCriskin Il
Vice President
NJ License #4564

www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com

Pre-Arrangements ¢ Cremation Services
S/S Medicaid Protection

ONLY YZU

CAN PREVENT WILDFIRES

Watchung Dental Care PC Da
COSMETIC = IMPLANT = FAMILY DENTISTRY \ \w

Sang H. Moon D.D.S., F.I.C.0.1. 1801 East 2nd Street
Caroline Hanna, D.M.D. Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-6090 = www.watchungdentalcare.com

GOD
BLESS
AMERICA

ROOFING * CHIMNEYS
MASONRY * GUTTERS

| "$1100 OFF

Any New Roof Replacement

We Find & Fix Leaks!

20% OFF .

h |r
ROYAL PRO i Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, |
CONSTRUCTION 1 Masonry Repair & SENIORS 1

Family Owned/Operated ¢ Lic. #13VH0934200, Bonded & Insured « 20+ Yrs.

732-589-9967 Scwing Al of Wew Jersey
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In the United States, one in
nine people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

Act now to
help end hunger.

If the lights are flashing,
NO passing.

SPRING INTO ACTION:
GIVE BLOOD NOW

é v 2

American
Red Cross

AMERICA

4

S

BNHTSA

Always be alert
for pedestrians.

CALL US TODAY!

Reserve

o0 Your
YOURAD ~ HERE! Space
g Today!

= Connect with a Dedicated and Engaged Audience
= Build Trust and Credibility * Showcase Your Business
to Those Who Actively Support Local Businesses
= Benefit From Our Online Presence and
Extend Your Reach Beyond the Church Walls

Contact our advertising team at 800-883-4343.
Don’t miss this opportunity to become a valued partner in our community.

Help build a future where people
live in harmony with nature.

www.worldwildlife.org

Every
Veteran
has earned
help and
support.

Dorn’t wait. Reach out.
VA.GOV/REACH

U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

calfbusmesses

Higgins

HOME FOR FUNERALS, INC.

establlshed 1 868

Stephen D. Szczubelek

Manager Watchung Lic. #4446

908-

www.higginsfuneralhome.com
752 Mountain Boulevard - Watchung, NJ 07069

756-0017

G35501 (CK) - St. Bernard, Plainfield
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Protect yourself and your community.

% FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

s CONSUMER ADVICE

Learn more about the latest
consumer advice and scams — and what

L
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H you can do to protect yourself.
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L ]

L

Consumer Alerts |

consumer.ftc.gov/consumer-alerts

NEED A LAWYER?

INJURED?

* Catl For A Free Legal Consaltation *

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902

* Personal Injury
 Workers' Compensation
GrobTesmomatosy  © S0Cial Security Disability
\s A Workers' Compensimion Law ATTORNEY

awmarcbrenner comlimarc@lawmarcbrennericom

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE - CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 « BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC * P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836



