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are a "Living Mosaic of God's People,” who seek salvation through
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in God and in our heritages.
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CHURCH ADDRESS
1235 George Street
Plainfield, NJ 07062

OFFICES & MAILING ADDRESS
1232 George Street
Plainfield, NJ 07062

OrFricE HOURS
Sunday: Closed or by appointment

Monday - Friday: 10:00 am-2:00 pm

Saturday: Closed or by appointment

BAPTISM: Celebrated throughout the year
in accordance with the policy of the Archdio-
cese and to accommodate the needs of our
Parish Family. Attendance at a preparation
session may be required. You must be a reg-
istered and active family for at least 90 days
before a date for Baptism will be scheduled.
Please call the Parish Office for an
appointment.

MARRIAGE: Arrangements should
be made with a priest as soon as possi-
ble. One year prior to marriage or as
soon as engagement is announced is
recommended.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Levels 1 - 8: Wednesday,
6:30 - 7:45 pm

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: In
the event of serious illness or when
someone is hospitalized, the parish
office should be notified. The Eu-
charist and the Sacrament of the
Sick will be celebrated with anyone
requesting them. Remember, the
Hospital cannot notify us on their
own.




CHOIR

We are fortunate enough to have a Parish Choir that has
a full multi-lingual repertoire; English, Polish and
Spanish. The Choir rehearses on Thursday at 7:00 PM.
Instrumentalists are welcomed, either to play solo or
with our choir. A parish orchestra made up of adults
performs several times during the year. If you are
interested in joining or for more information or just to
volunteer, contact the office at (908) 756-3393.

PARISH REGISTRATION

New parishioners are most welcome and are encouraged to
call the parish office and make an appointment to register.
When you are moving from the parish, please notify the
parish office.

SPONSOR CERTIFICATES
Call the Office during regular hours.

STEWARDSHIP AND TITHING

Stewardship calls us to freely give of our time, talent,
and treasure for the good of our parish family and
community. God gives us everything! I give Him back
my tithe. Tithing is God’s plan to support His Church.
Full tithing means 10% of gross income to God — 5% for
your parish church and 5 % for other charities.

VOCATIONS

Those who are recognizing the call to the
priesthood, deaconate, or the religious life are
invited to speak to a priest or contact the
Archdiocesan Vocations Office at
973-497-4365,0r on the website
www.rcan.org/vocation/index.htm

ST. BARTHOLOMEW ACADEMY
2032 Westfield Ave., Scotch Plains NJ
908-322-4265 oR Www.STBACADEMY

Saturday — January 11... Christmas Weekday
9:00AM...+ People of the Parish
5:00PM...+ Bob Chanda, req. Wife Mary Ellen

Sunday - January 12 ...Baptism of the Lord
9:00AM....+ Leonard Pacio, req. Parish Family
11:00AM..+ Janina i Piotr Blazejowicz,

req. Teresa Blazejowicz
1:00PM... People of the Parish

Monday — January 13...St. Hilary
9:00AM...+ Stefana Ragozzino, req. Antonia Riello

Tuesday — January 14...Weekday
9:00AM ... Mary Amadin, Birthday Blessings, req. Mom

Wednesday — January 15... Weekday
9:00AM... + Louis and Dorothy Giannotti, Parish Family

Thursday — January 16 ...Weekday
9:00AM...+ Frank Wood, req. Johanna Merkle

Friday — January 17... St. Anthony, Abbot
9:00AM...+ Veronica Merklinger, req. Kathy

Saturday - January 18... Weekday

9:00AM... Gods Blessings for Dominik and Czestaw,
req. Jolanta

5:00PM...+ Alex Jurevich, req. Mary Ellen Chanda

Sunday — January 19...Second Sunday

in Ordinary Time
9:00AM...+ Eloise Dias, req. Parish Family
11:00AM..+ Leszek Rutkowski, req Parish Family
1:00PM...+ James and Larine Colucci,

req. Parish Family

The Tabernacle Candle will burn this week in Memory of
Cecilia Torres at the request of Sister.

The Bread and Wine for the Month of January is in

Memory of Ann Marie LaPatta at the request of
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Barrow.

YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED for those whose
health is challenged in any way especially Cathy and
Jack Rooney, Marian Parcinski, Frank Kazmierski,
Olivia Schiffer, Al Caraldo and Janet Berry.

OUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED for all the Faithful
Departed especially Salvatore Carfaro.

BAPTISM OF THE LORD

First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-4. 6-7

Isaiah tells of the Lord’s Servant, who will be
inconspicuous, but will not rest until justice is
established. The Lord then tells his servant that he was
formed to be “a light for the nations.”

Second Reading: Acts 10:34-38

Peter speaks to a group of pagans for the first time. He
explains to them that any person who follows God’s will
is acceptable to God, regardless of nationality.

Gospel: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

John the Baptist had claimed one would come far more
powerful than himself, one who would baptize with the
Holy Spirit rather than water. When Jesus came to John
and was baptized, the Spirit descended on him and a
voice said, “You are my beloved Son. On you my favor
rests.”
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The Saint of the Week

St. Hilary of Poitiers,

Bishop and Doctor
(January 13)

Born into a wealthy pagan family in Poitiers,
France, Hilary was well educated in the classics. As he
looked into his own soul, however, he knew that he did
not exist for the sole purpose of seeking pleasure,
enjoying leisure, obtaining wealth, or merely satisfying
his fleshly desires. Hilary reasoned that the human soul
did not exist simply to die. Instead, it must exist for
something more, something eternal, something glorious.
When his pagan culture did not suffice, and philosophy
fell short, Hilary finally found what he was searching for
when he stumbled upon the Scriptures.

Hilary was first struck by the mysterious name
of God in the Old Testament: “I AM WHO I AM.” God
had revealed Himself as eternal, without beginning or
end—Existence itself. Then Hilary discovered the Son of
God in the Gospel of John 1:1-14. Of this discovery,
Hilary said, “My soul measured the mighty workings of
God, wrought on the scale of His eternal omnipotence...
by a boundless faith . . .that God was in the beginning
with God, and that the Word became flesh and dwelt
amongus . ..”

Hilary had the will to believe, and in the years
that followed he was given the power and gift to
understand the beauty, mystery, omnipotence, and nature
of the Most Holy Trinity. Shortly after these discoveries
of faith, Hilary was baptized a Christian and went on to
defend the doctrine of the Trinity against the “insanity
and ignorance of men.” He so impressed the faithful that
they chose him to be their bishop, a dignity to which he
reluctantly agreed.

Among those who shared in the “insanity and
ignorance” of that time were a group of bishops and laity
who followed the heresy of Arianism, which denied the
divinity of Christ, instead holding that the Son was
inferior to the Father. This heresy was especially strong
in the Eastern Church but was starting to spread
throughout France. After Hilary was a bishop for only
about five years, the emperor, an Arian himself, ordered
every bishop to pledge their support for this heresy.
Hilary refused. Instead, he vigorously defended the truth,
and for his brave stance was exiled to Phrygia, in
modern-day Turkey. In His love and providence, God
used Hilary’s time of exile in powerful ways.

While in Phrygia, Bishop Hilary spent much
time studying and writing. He had already composed a
marvelous commentary on the Gospel of Matthew while
in Poitiers, and now he set his mind to his greatest work,
De Trinitate (On the Trinity). Drawing from his classical
education, his knowledge of Greek, his love of the
Scriptures, and from the “insanity” and “ignorance” of
Arianism itself, Bishop Hilary composed a
comprehensive defense of the doctrine of the Trinity as it
was taught in the Nicene Creed. Bishop Hilary caused so
much trouble for the Arians in Phrygia that the Arian
bishops pleaded with the emperor to send him back
home, a request the emperor honored.

On his return to Poitiers, Bishop Hilary took the
long way home through Greece and Italy, preaching all
the way, weeding out the beginnings of Arianism in the
Western Church. His effectiveness came not only from
his clear teaching, but also from his conciliatory
approach and resolute determination. Back in Poitiers,
he continued to preach, write, attend councils, and even
to compose hymns. The hymns were his way of
introducing the doctrines of the faith to the people of
God in song. He was a true pastor who burned with a
desire that everyone come to a deeper knowledge of the
One God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

) RELIGIOUSEDUCATION

Religious Education classes are back
this week - January 15" at 6:30 PM.

All Religious Education children are
required to attend Sunday Mass every
weekend and have their Mass Attendance
Books signed.

On Wednesday, January 29" there will be
a retreat and Reconciliation for the First
Communion children at 6:30pm.

Visit of Bishop Elias Lorenzo
On February 2", our parish community
will be visited by our regional Bishop.
Bishop Lorenzo will be present at the
9AM and 11AM Masses.
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Polskie Duszpasterstwo

W Parafl $w. Bemarda | éw, Stanlsiawa Ko
CHRZEST PANSKI

Z kazan sw. Grzegorza z Nazjanzu,
biskupa

Chrystus jest w $wiattosci, badzmy wraz z
Nim oswieceni; Chrystus zanurzony jest w wodzie,
z Nim razem zstagpmy do niej, aby$my wraz z Nim
wzwyz wstapili.

Jan chrzci, Chrystus zbliza si¢ do niego; by¢
moze, aby 1 tego uswigcié, ktory Go chrzci, z
pewnoscia za$ dlatego, by pogrzeba¢ w wodzie caty
r6d starego Adama; przedtem jednak, i to ze
wzgledu na nas, aby uswieci¢ Jordan. Bo Chrystus,

duch i ciato, 1 wodzie dal moc tajemng przez Ducha.

Chrzciciel nie wyraza zgody, Jezus nastaje.
"To ja potrzebuj¢ chrztu od Ciebie", méwi wtedy
pochodnia do Stonca, gtos do Stowa, przyjaciel do
Oblubienca, najwigkszy sposrdd narodzonych z
niewiast do Pierworodnego wszelkiego stworzenia;
ten, ktory poruszyt si¢ w tonie matki, do Tego,
ktéry w tonie hotd odbierat; poprzednik i majacy
poprzedza¢ do Tego, ktory si¢ ukazal i ma przyjs¢.
"To ja potrzebuje chrztu od Ciebie": dodaj - 1 za
Ciebie. Jasne bowiem dla niego byto, ze
meczenstwem bedzie ochrzczony; albo jak Piotr nie
tylko nogi bedzie miat umyte.

Ale Jezus wychodzi z wody i1 unosi ze sobg
w gore caly $wiat; widzi rozwierajace si¢ i otwarte
niebiosa, ktore Adam zamknat dla siebie i dla
swych potomkow, tak jak i raj zostat mu zamkniety
mieczem plomienistym.

A Duch daje swiadectwo Bostwu, gdyz
zstepuje na rownego sobie. I daje si¢ stysze¢ glos z
nieba, gdyz stamtad byl Ten, ktory otrzymat
swiadectwo. I jako golebica zstepuje Duch, aby
widzialnie uczci¢ ludzkie cialo Jezusa, poniewaz 1
ono jest przebostwione i w nim Bog staje si¢
widzialny. Podobnie i w zamierzchlych czasach
golebica zapowiedziata koniec potopu.

My za$ uczcijmy dzisiaj chrzest Chrystusa,
obchodzac nalezycie to §wigto.

Przede wszystkim pozostancie czysci i
oczyszczajcie si¢. Bog przeciez niczym bardziej si¢
nie raduje niz nawrdceniem i zbawieniem

czlowieka, ktoremu zostala dana cala ta nauka 1
wszystkie tajemnice. [ macie by¢ jak zrodia Swiatta
w $wiecie 1 silg zyciodajng dla ludzi. Macie by¢ jak
ptongce swiatta przy owym wielkim $wietle z nieba
1 napehieni Jego promienistg jasnoscia, petniej 1
wyrazniej jasniejacy blaskiem Trojcy
Przenaj$wigtszej. Bo przyjeliscie teraz, choc jeszcze
nie w pelni, jeden promien jedynego Boga, w
Chrystusie Jezusie, Panu naszym, ktoremu chwata i

panowanie przez wszystkie wieki. Amen.
LG tom I: Wiasne, str. 556-557

Szkota Polska Doksztatcajaca
Zajecia w Polskiej Szkole dziatajgcej przy naszej
Parafii odbywajg sie
w kazdy poniedziatek w okresie roku szkolnego
od godz. 5:30 do 8:00PM.

Kontakt: polskaszkolaplainfield@outlook.com
Dyrektorka Szkoty: Beata Benewiat
Tel. 732-266-4310

SZKOLENIE PROTECTING GOD'S
CHILDREN — SZKOLENIE W NASZEJ
PARAFII ODBEDZIE SIE W
PONIEDZIALEK, 13 STYCZNIA 2025
ROKU W CZASIE ZAJEC W POLSKIE]
SZKOLE!

\ ‘f '
"

POLSKA Slji()l;A sH

IM. JUlI‘:iNIA U IEMt[WI(iA
i LADEASZA NA ‘.

SOBOTA 25-g0 STYCINIA 2025 w
19:00-1:00 |
D, J Gagora

The Cran Centurions
440 Madison Hill Read
Clark NJ 0T0G6

Proesimy o potwierdzenie przybycia i zakupienie biletow
do 1T-go stycznia 2025
Kinga Fapolka (9€08)€36-508T
Teresa Cuzek (91T)301-635T
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ROSARY SOCIETY
Optatek and Kolenda NEWS
Celebrated Last Sunday The Rosary is prayed
' - - " '} every day before the 9AM
2 VR &l Mass, including praying

the Divine Mercy.

b On Thursdays the Blessed
é Sacrament is exposed after
l 9AM Mass concluding with
Benediction at 10:45AM.

Liturgy of the Word
January 12th

Liturgy of the Word is
at the 9AM Mass on
the 2" and 4t
Sunday of the Month
for grades K-2, in the
Church Chapel.

We need assistants
to help with our Liturgy. This is also
open for our Confirmation students
to assist. If you are interested or can
give a little help with the Liturgy at Mass
one Sunday a month, please contact

Fr. Marcin for more information.

ALTAR
SERVERS

Be joyful to serve at
the altar, to be closer
to Jesus!

Altar Servers make a

difference! If you are interested in
— participating at Mass as an Altar Server,
| boys as well as girls —

Be a Light please contact Fr. Bernardo.
for the Nations
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CHOIR

Why not become a member?
It’s never too late to join...

B\e__stChurch Seniors

e

THé BestChurch Seniors will be on a Winter
Break in January and February and will return
Thursday, March 20t

Celebrating ..... St. Joseph’s Day!

We willl meet in the Parish Community Room Rehearsals are at 7:00PM on Thursdays.
on George Street, using the side entrance. If you are interested in joining the choir,
T e e e e B e please contact the office, or simply just
I If you are a Senior or almost a Senior | come to one of our rehearsals in the church
Citizen and would like to join us in at 7PM. Our congregation has some
fellowship, entertainment, or just ordinary beautiful voices, so why not join us?
fun, all are welcome to attend. Let us know We would love to enhance our Choir.
| you are coming and invite a friend. |

%@- %g %«K %&. %«K NON-PERISHABLE FOOD
?%‘ﬁa. 3&?“% %é“ﬁ( ??‘ﬁ: %é“ﬁ( e

$ $ % é % We collect food for Starfish to be distributed
throughout the Union County area. Food can be
left in the open area of the church. Dates should
be current and food non-perishable. The staff at
Starfish would like to thank you all for your
continued support.
Starfish will now continue to collect egg cartons.

Are you interested in serving
God as a Lector or Eucharistic
Minister?

STEWARDSHIP

The Baptism of Our Lord

“John answered them all, ‘I baptize you with water,
but he who is mightier than I is coming...he will

baptize you with the Holy Spirit... ’” - Luke 3:16
Cardinal Joseph Tobim C.S.s.R. -

The Catholic Catechism states that “Jesus’
immersion in the water is a sign for all
human beings of the need to die to
themselves to do God’s will.” In other
words, as baptized Catholics there is only
e g one gift that we need to give to Jesus — the

L]
O DEMAND, A

Contact Bill Shlala
wgshlala@gmail.com or call
(908) 755-8560.

FORMED

THE CATHOLIC FAITH

o ““”“"‘“-'-‘u hoti | gift of ourselves. Surrender yourself to God,
o Visit: www.formed.org/signup | plapg your trust in Him and allow the Holy
e Find St. Bernard and Stanislaus by Spirit to work through you for the greater
parish name, address, or zip code glory of God.

e Enter your email — and you are in.
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Parisi'] Giving

simple. secure. convenient.

(Y

CLICK HERE TO ENROLL IN ONLINE GMNG
OR TO ACCESS ACCOUNT

ONLINE GIVING
IT IS POSSIBLE TO AUTOMATE YOUR FAITH GIVING
TO OUR
PARISH GIVING. SIMPLY GO TO OUR PARISH
WEBSITE.

COLLECTION FOR DECEMBER 29TH
ONLINE  $1,278
IN PEW $3,718

ToTAL $4,996

COLLECTION FOR JANUARY 5TH
ON LINE $3,103
IN PEW $4,145

TOTAL $7,248

Y Ifyou need a statement

ux TN for taxes just let us
T . know. If you give

electronically through
“Parish Giving” they
will send you a
statement for whatever was processed through
them. However, that may not be your total
giving, so don’t hesitate to contact us to provide
a statement for whatever was given before you
signed
up online.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available
on a regular basis on Saturdays at 4:15PM and
on Sunday mornings after Masses as well as
after weekday Masses simply by requesting a
celebration of the Sacrament.

From Fr. Marcin’s Desk

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On this Sunday after the Epiphany, we celebrate
the Baptism of Jesus, and we gratefully recall our
Baptism. The Gospel presents Jesus, in the waters of
the River Jordan, at the center of a wondrous divine
revelation. St Luke writes: “when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and
the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form, as a
dove, and a voice came from heaven, ‘Thou art my
beloved Son; with thee | am well pleased’.” In this way
Jesus is consecrated and manifested by the Father as
the Savior Messiah and liberator.

In this event is the passing from the baptism of
John the Baptist, symbolized by water, to the Baptism of
Jesus “with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” Indeed, the
Holy Spirit is the principal artisan in Christian Baptism: it
is He who burns and destroys original sin, restoring to
the baptized the beauty of divine grace; it is He who
frees us from the dominion of darkness, namely sin, and
transfers us to the kingdom of light, namely love, truth
and peace: this is the kingdom of light. Let us think about
the dignity to which Baptism elevates us! “See what love
the Father has given us, that we should be called
children of God, and so we are,” the Apostle John
exclaims. This splendid reality of being Children of God
entails the responsibility of following Jesus, the obedient
Servant, and reproduces in us: docility, humility,
tenderness. This is not easy, especially when there is so
much intolerance, arrogance, harshness around us;
however, with the strength we receive from the Holy
Spirit it is possible!

The Holy Spirit, received for the first time on the
day of our Baptism, opens our heart to the Truth, to all
Truth. The Spirit impels our life on the challenging but
joyful path of charity and solidarity toward our brothers
and sisters. The Spirit gives us the tenderness of divine
forgiveness and permeates us with the invincible power
of the Father’s mercy. Let us not forget that the Holy
Spirit is a living and vivifying presence in those who
welcome Him; He prays in us and fills us with spiritual
joy.

Today, let us ponder the day of our Baptism. All
of us were baptized, let us give thanks for this gift.
Celebrating that day means and reaffirms our adherence
to Jesus, with the commitment to live as Christians,
members of the Church and of a new humanity, in which
all are brothers and sisters.

In the Love of God,

Fr. Marcin Fuks




(Z

MEMORIAL

——FUNERAL HOME —
Thoughtful care—Compassion

®

ate service
Owned and managed by the Keiser family
since 1928

Thomas M. Keiser, Jr., Owner
NJ License No. 3844

Laura E. Mann, Executive Director
NJ License No. 4947

155 South Avenue % Fanwood, NJ 07023
908 322-4350

www.fanwoodmemorial.com

“Sustafpon

FAMILY OF FUNERAL HOMES
INDEPENDENT & LOCAL

2425 Plainfield Ave, South Plainfield, NJ 07080

ROOFING » CHIMNEYS

908-561-8000
James A. Gustafson o
President/Manager E E«.
NJ License #4205 ﬂﬁi
=2

Richard W. McCriskin Il
Vice President
NJ License #4564

www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com

Scan to
Vvisit our website

Pre-Arrangements ¢ Cremation Services
S/S Medicaid Protection

MASONRY * GUTTERS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

.
ROYAL PRO
CONSTRUCTION

i Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, |

$1100 OFF

Any New Roof Replacement

20% OFF

i Masonry Repair & SENIORS 1

Family Owned/Operated ¢ Lic. #13VH0934200, Bonded & Insured « 20+ Yrs.

732-589-9967 Scwing Al of Wew Jersey

hEADY.GOV

Honlne amain=sse

heany

Watchung Dental Care PC B
COSMETIC = IMPLANT = FAMILY DENTISTRY \ \w

Sang H. Moon D.D.S., F.I.C.0.1. 1801 East 2nd Street
Caroline Hanna, D.M.D. Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-6090 = www.watchungdentalcare.com

GOD

e BLESS

ONLY VOU AMERICA
Pon PPN 5o Y

In the United States, one in
nine people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

Act now to
help end hunger.

If the lights are flashing,
no passing. 5:.-.3

ccccccc

EE| ‘ ©
AMERICA

EENHTSA

Always be alert
for pedestrians.

5

i lad e

WREATHS

across

AMERICA

Sponsor a veterans’ wreath
at a cemetery near you.

To sponsor, volunteer or donate, visit

wreathsacrossamerica.org

Help build a future where people

live in harmony with nature.
www.worldwildlife.org

Higgin s

HOME FOR FUNERALS, IN

estab]lshed 1 868

tlocal’businesses

Stephen D. Szczubelek

Manager Watchung Lic. #4446

908-756-0017

www.higginsfuneralhome.com
752 Mountain Boulevard - Watchung, NJ 07069

G35501 (CK) - St. Bernard, Plainfield

HEAT UP YOUR BUSINESS!

Join the family of sponsors who help
support our weekly parish bulletin.

ADVERTISINGTHELPS TO
#RBUILD AWARENESS!

DEREIRE APy TR RO Ty Y
CALL'TODAY FOR OUR SPECIAL “+'
HOLIDAY DISCOUNTS!

A For one Infonmation
i JOHN SLOOTMAKER )

TRTES: 9639 Nm

Busmsss!

Hew Grow YouR
Communiry!

NEED A LAWYER? _
INJURED?

K Catl For A Free Legal Consultation K

: MARCJ BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902

* Personal Injury
* Workers' Compensation
s @ Social Security Disability

awmarcbrenner @mo marc@lawmarcbrenner @

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE - CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 « BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC * P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836



